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Idaho National Guard’s 116th Cavalry Brigade 
Combat Team Trains in Romania  
Photo  an d story  b y  I DNG  Pub l ic  A ffa irs  

Romanian Minister of Defense Mihnea Motoc and top military lead-
ers of 10 countries participating in the Saber Guardian Training Exer-
cise at the Romanian Land Force Combat Training Center (RLF-CTC) 
Cincu, Romania, stand for the playing of all 10 national anthems, July 
27, 2016. Motoc addressed ranks of Soldiers preparing to take part 
in conducting a field training exercise (FTX) and a Combined Live Fire 
Exercise (CALFEX) to improve tactical proficiency.  (U.S. Army photo 
by Staff Sgt. Anita VanderMolen, 115th Mobile Public Affairs Detach-
ment, Oregon Army National Guard) 

GOWEN FIELD, ID – Nearly 1,000 Soldiers 

from the 116th Calvary Brigade Combat 

Team comprised of units from Idaho, Ore-

gon, and Montana trained at the Romanian 

Land Force Combat Training Center in 

Cincu, Romania in July and August, 2016. 

The 116th Soldiers joined more than 2,500 

other Soldiers from 10 different nations to 

participate in Saber Guardian 2016, an an-

nual multinational training exercise de-

signed to enhance interoperability with 

allied and partner nations.  

Army Sgt. Sarah E. Howell of McCall, 

Idaho and a supply specialist with the 

116th Brigade Headquarters said she is 

excited to work with people from 

different cultural backgrounds and is 

looking forward to learning from them.  

“Developing a working relationship 

with another nation is very important,” 

she said. “It provides an opportunity to 

build on each other’s strengths and 

weaknesses and learn how different 

militaries perform similar tasks.” 

The multinational participation includes Sol-

diers from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Can-

ada, Georgia, Poland, Romania, Ukraine, Re-

public of Moldova and the United States. 

Saber Guardian 16 is designed to support se-

curity efforts for the region by training Sol-

diers in both simulated and live environments.  

Field training, computer assisted training, and 

a combined arms live fire exercise as well as a 

command post exercise are all on the sched-

ule for the next week.  

The field training portion of Saber Guardian 16 

will involve a major bridge crossing exercise, 
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Soldiers with the 116th Cavalry Brigade Combat Team prepare M1A2 Abrams 
tanks for the Saber Guardian Exercise at the Romanian Land Forces Combat 
Training Center, Cincu, Romania July 24, 2016. (U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. 
Anita VanderMolen, 115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment, Oregon Army 
National Guard) 

Col. Farin Schwartz, com-
mander of the 116th Caval-
ry Brigade Combat Team, 
speaks with commanders 
from other nations attend-
ing Exercise Saber Guardi-
an 16 after the opening 
ceremony at the Romanian 
Land Forces Combat Train-
ing Center in Cincu, Roma-
nia July 27, 2016. (U.S. 
Army Photo by Staff Sgt. 
Kyle J. Warner, 116th Cav-
alry Brigade Combat Team 
Public Affairs)  

Maj. Gen Gary Sayler 
Commanding General 

Maj. Chris Boarders 
Public Affairs Officer, Editor 

Tech. Sgt. Sarah Pokorney 
Photojournalist 

GUARDIAN ONLINE STAFF 

allowing Soldiers an opportunity to employ 

a floating bridge system to facilitate the 

movement of personnel and equipment 

across a river.  

The combined arms live fire demonstration 

consisted of armor and infantry compa-

nies, fixed wing, rotary wing, and artillery 

all coordinating their efforts into a full 

spectrum of operations.  

“It’s critical that our troops--the Soldiers of 

the 116th CBCT--get this experience in in-

teroperability with our foreign partners,” 

said Maj. Eric Orcutt of Boise, Idaho and 

exercise operations officer for 116th Cavalry 

Brigade Combat Team.  “It’s this kind of 

training, to this degree that enables us to hit 

the ground running when it matters 

most.” 

The exercise officially kicked off with an 

opening ceremony on July 27.  Each 

participating nation’s national anthem 

was played across a parade field dis-

playing each country’s national flag. 

Saber Guardian 16 ended on August 7.   
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